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TO THE 5 


CATECHUMENS 


Under the 
INSTRUCTION 
„ 

Mr. ROBERT WRIGHT 

AND ” 

Mr. JOHN HUBB ARD. 
N thy. FE declared Opinion of ſeveral 


Minifters that were preſent 
when you ſo earneſtly aud una- 


; nimouſiy defired me to print the 
HPollowing Sermon, that it bad 
gan apparent Tendency to do good 

= a together with your affeftionate 


"3 — ur ging me with that Argument, 
Pre vailed upon me to comply with your Requeſt. And 
F by the Bleſſing of God any Good may this way 
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ze done, that will abundantly compenſate for 


which all well regulated Churches have been careful: 
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Cenſures that may be paſſed upon ſo plain a Diſ= '$- 
courſe, or upon my Publication of it. n 


AND fince you have thus called upon me 1d 
[peak again to you from the Preſs as well as the 
Pulpit, you will, I hope, allow me in this Man- 
ner to ſay that to you which Time would not allow 
me to enlarge on, when this Sermon was preached,” 
I ſhall therefore ſuggeſt ſome Things for your Encou- 
ragement and Caution, that, I hope, will be thought 
on by you with Profit. And if what I ſhall men- 
tion for your Encouragement ſhould incline ſome, into 
whoſe Hands theſe Sheets may fall, and who are 
ready to every good Work, 20 afford you any A 
ſiſtance in the ſuppording of your neceſſary Charge 
(which cannot be ſmall,) J hope it will be an ac- 


— 
4 


ceptable Offering to God. \ 


I. For your Encouragement to continue and pro« 
ceed in your Deſign, I ſhall only offer this one Ar 
gument; It is à good Work you are engaged in- 
And therefore ] hope you will not be weary of 1 
Well-doing. It were eaſy to enlarge in the Com- 
mendation of this Religious Exerciſe of Catechiſing, 


zo perform. I confeſs my greateſt Expeftation of |. 
Benefit by this Exerciſe would be from the right, 
Performance of it in Private Families; and there 
is little Hope that Religion ſhould revive and flou- 
riſh, or that the Youth in our Days ſhould be re- 
formed, of which there is ſo much. need, till the 
Families of Chriſtians do become more like the". 
Churches of Chriſt. However, when there is ſuch} 
a great Neglect of Family-Inſtruftion, I hope it 
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may be of Advantage, that there are, in this City 
and in other Places, publick Catechetical Exer- 
ciſes ; and I wiſh there were more of them. When 
* theſe are rightly managed, with a principal View 
to inſtruct the younger and leſs knowing Perſons 
in the Grounds and Principles of Religion, which 
ſhould be the Subjett matter of a Catechiſm, more 
Good may be done by a Familiar 1nſfruftion this way 
than by an elaborate and eloquent Diſcourſe. And 
I fear it is owing in part to the want of Catechizing, 
that our Preaching is many Times ſo unprofitable. 


This Method of Inſtruction is like the planting 
well a young Tree at firſt, or the watering it at 
the Root, without which it cannot be expected to 
thrive or become fruitful. Not only will young 
Perſons this Way be taught to employ their Hours 
well in Reading and committing to Memory the 
principal Matters of Religion, and ſuch Places of 
| Scripture as do illuſtrate and prove them But, in 
the Method you are in, the Evenings of the Chriſ- 
tian Sabbath, or Lord's Day, will be ſpent to 
far better Purpoſe than I fear they commonly 
are by young and old in our Days. By this way 
of Inſtruction, Perſons may in a Httle Time arrive 
at the Knowledge of all the moſt neceſſary Doc- 
trines to be believed, and Duties to be practiſed 
in their proper Order and Connection. The Mind 
and Memory will be well furniſhed with ſuch Things 
as may be uſeful for Meditation at all Times, and 
it may be hoped that good Impreſſions will be made 
upon Conſcience, Will and Affections. 
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This ſeems to be the moſt eſtectual Means to 
remove Ignorance and prevent or cure Infidelity, 
and avoid many dangerous Errors. Thoſe Trees, 
that are thus well planted and fenced, will not be 
in Danger of being unſettled with every Wind of 
Doctrine; and Perſons this way will be furniſhed 
with good Arguments to repel the Force of Satan's 
Temptations, the World's Allurements, and the 


 Luſts of the Fleſh. And my Prayer is that not 


only your ſelves, but many others of that numerous 
Auditory that attend this Exerciſe, may receive theſe 
and other Benefits thereby. 


II. Permit me with proper Freedom to lay before 
you ſome Cautions, that may be needful and uſeful 
to you as you are young Men, bearing the Character 
of Learners, and enquiring after Truth, and engag'd 
in a Society for this Purpoſe under the Inſtruction of 
learned and worthy Miniſters. 


L. Take heed of an Ambition to become Teachers 
infiead of being Learners in Religion. The Anſwers 
you give in a very publick Manner to Queſtions that 
are asked you, may be for the Information of the 
Audience, but you ſhould not therefore think you are 
teaching them or that you are fit to do ſo. I hope 
you will by this Means be well furniſhed to inſtruct 
your Families when you ſhall have any, but this Ex- 
erciſe is not deſign'd to train up Preachers. And 1 


the rather mention this, becauſe St. Paul tells Titus 


1 Ep. iii. 6. that à Novice ſhould not be a Biſhop, 
leſt being lifted up with Pride, he fall into the 
Con demnation of the Devil. By a Novice is in- 
tended one that is newly come to the Faith, as you 


read in the Margin of your Bibles, ſuch as are like 
| Trees 
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Trees but lately planted, and were called Cate- 
chumens. © | 


2. Let not your Faith ſtand in the Wisdom 


of Men, nor in the Words which Man's Wis- 


dom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teach- 
eth, 1 Cor. ii. 5, 13. 1f an implicit Faith 
were ſufficient, there would be little or no need 


of Catechizing or other ways of Inſtruction, aud 


it is very little better, to take up with the Die- 
tates of any Miniſter of the Goſpel, without Exami- 
nation, or therefore to believe any Doctrine to be 
true becauſe you find it contained in your Cate- 
chiſm, without enquiring whether it be contained 
in your Bible or no. You have juſt Reaſon to reſ- 
pert the Perſons of thoſe worthy Perſons you have 
choſen to be your Catechiſts, and to regard what 
they ſhall ſay to you, but you muſt call no Man 
your Father upon the Earth.“ And tho? I ef- 
teem the excellent Catechiſm you learn, and are in- 
ftrutted from, to be the beſt Compendium of the 
Chriſtian Religion, drawn up by fallible Men, that 
is extant, yet this muſs by no means be ſet upon a 
Level with the Holy Scriptures; and every thing 
which hath a Tendency this Way will do the moſt 
Differvice to that Book, and the very Exerciſe of 
Catechizing it ſelf. As you your ſelves ſhould keep 
your Station, ſo you ſhould keep your Catechiſm in 
its proper Place. Therefore ſearch the Scriptures, 
and always have Recourſe to the Law and to the 
Teſtimony. The venerable Aſſembly of Divines, 


* Vid. A Sermon lately publiſh'd on Mat. xxiii. 9. by 
a 2 8 that 


Mr. Earle, 
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that compoſed this Catechiſm, have taught us in the ſe- 
cond Queſtion thereof, that the Word of God, which 
is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 


Teſtament, is the ONLY RULE 10 direct us, how 
we may glorifie and enjoy God. 


III. Do not exerciſe your ſelves in things too 
high for you. Beware of indulging to a vain Cu- 
riofity about the ſublimer, aud moſt difficult Points 
of Dofrine. Remember the Grounds and Prin- 
ciples of Religion are ſubject Matter of a Cate- 
chiſm, and theſe firſ# Principles of the Doctrine of 


_ Chriſt muſt never ſo be left, as to build upen ano- 


ther Foundation, or without any Foundation at all; 


and in your raiſing the Superſtructure, take heed 


left you climb too high, and loſe your ſelves in a 
Cloud, or your Heads grow giddy and you fall as 
from a Precipice. It is my full Perſwaſion that the 
moſs uſcful Way of Catechizing would be to in- 
fit only on thoſe Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtiani- 
ty which are moſt plain and neceſſary, and that 
Knowledne you ſhould chiefly deſire to grow in 


which is moi? necdful and uſeful. There are ſome 


barren Speculations, that ſerve only for Amuſement, 
or to miniſter Occaſion of wrangling and diſputing. 
St. Paul ſpeaks of ſome in his Days, (and the 
Number hath been greatly increaſed ſince his Time,) 
who are proud (or fooliſh) knowing nothing, do- 
ting (or fich) about Queſtions and Strifes of 
Words, whereof cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, 
evil Surmiſings, perverſe Diſputings of Men of 


corrupt Minds, 1. Tim. vi. 4, 5: 


IV. Be 
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IV. Be you cautious of indulging to a wrangling 
and diſputing Humour. Multitudes are infected with 
this Itch of Diſputing. It is a melancholy Conſidera- 
tion, that if any Thing relating to Religion is menti- 
ond in Converſation, the whole Diſcourſe preſently 
turns into Wrangling and unfriendly Debates. Where 
this Humour prevails even the plaineſt and moſt 
certain Verities ſhall be cavelled againſt and brought 
into Queſtion. And the Miſchiefs enſuing upon ſuch 
Strifes, we have an Account of in the Words of the 
Apoſtle before mentioned. It will be the more need- 
ful for you to be cautious herein, not only be- 


' cauſe young People are very prone to this, but alſo 
your Converſation about what you have learned and 


are to recite publickly will often prove an Occaſion 


to gratify at leaſt this idle Humour And the Con- 


ſequence will be to make you uneaſy in one another”s 
Company, and very troubleſome to other People. 


5. That you beware of proud and vain Conceits 
that you know more than really you do, St. Paul 
directs Titus, Chapter ii. 6. Lo exhort young 


Men to be ſober minded. And ſaith elſewhere, 


that Knowledge putfeth up. And as all Men are 


apt to think of themſelves and their Attainments, 
more highly than they ought to think, /o the 


Smatterers in Learning, and young Beginners in 
every Art or Science are eſpecially very prone 
40 conceit themſelves great Proficients on a ſudden, 
and that they have more Underſtanding than their 
Teachers. Whereas nothing is more certain than 
this, the more we increaſe in Knowledge and true 
Wiſdom, the more we ſhall ſee our Ignorance and 
be ſenſible of our Folly. But 1 fear nothing but 

| Experience 
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Experience will fully convince ſome Perſons of this 
Truth, and "tis well if that doth not coft them 
dear. 


6. Avoid every Thing that Tooks like Oſtentation 
and Vain-Glory. This Vice is very odjous in the 
Eyes of all Beholders, however pleaſing it may be to 
the Perſon himſelf that is guilty of it; it doth always 
render him deſpicable or ridiculous to other Men, 
unleſs their Candour and Charity turn their Re- 
fentments into Pity. Guard therefore againſt this 
Fice, let there be no Aﬀettation in Voice or Geſture 
in your public Speaking, nor unbecoming Singulari- 
ty at any time in your Behaviour. | 


7. Do not content your ſelf with Speculative 
Knowledge. You muſt grow in Grace as well as in 


Knowledge. Jou ſhould reduce all you know to 


Practice. The Fear of the Lord is the Begin- 
ning of Wiſdom : Anda good Underitanding have 
all they that do his Commandments, P/alm. cxi. 
10. Our Bleſſed Saviour tells us, If any Man 
will do his Will he ſhall know of the Doctrine, 
whether it be of God, John vii. 17. And not 
only will a ſincere and practical Regard to the 
Divine Precepts be a proper 7feans to obtain 
Anowledge and to be preſerved from Errors; but 
% with the Apoſile Paul, we do know or believe all 
Things which are written in the Law and the 
Prophets; then, herein ſhould we exerciſe our- 
ſelves to have always a Conſcience void of Olffence 
toward God and toward Men, Acts xxiv. 14. 16. 
Juve up to what you know, and often think upon 
zhoſe IYords of our Bleſſed Saviour, Luke xii. 47. 
Thar Servant which knew his Lord's Will and 

prepared 
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prepared not himſelf, neither did according to 
his Will, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes. 


8. Beware of doing any Thing that may bring a 
Reproach upon Religion, or will diſcredit this Exerciſe 
you are deſirous to promote. Walk circumſpectly; 
the Eyes of many will be open upon you. Thoſe that 
obſerve you in the publick Yor ſnip of God, will have 
their Eyes upon your Behaviour m the Families to 
which you belong, as Children or Servants, and 
| how you carry it 10 your Parents or Maſters, and 
in all your Deportment or Dealings with Men. 
And perhaps they will expect that you ſhould do more 
and be better than others. Wherefore to conclude with 
the Words of the great Apoſile, Phil. iv. 8. Fi- 
nally, Brethren, whatloever Things are true, 
whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things 
are juſt, whatſoever Things axe pure, whatſoever 
Things are lovely, whatſoever Things are of 
good Report; it there be any Virtue, and if 
there be any Praiſe, think on thoſe Things, and 
prattiſe them: and that the Lord God Almighty 
may bleſs and proſper you, is the Prayer of 


Your affectionate Friend, 


and hearty well-wiſher, 


DANIEL MATO. 
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The following Sermons were preached to 
bis Society, and Frinted for and Sold by 
John Marthall, at zhe Bible in Grace- 
church: ſtreet. 


» HE Danger of Delaying Sinners: On 
d the Anniverſary of King George's Corona- 
tion : By Edward Goodwin. Price 4 d. 
The Deity of JESUS ChRIST aſſerted 
and proved, Fc. A Sermon: By Richard 
| Rujjel. p. 4 d. 
The Young Man's Victory over the Devil: A Ser— 
mon, by Mr. / hiſbart Principal to the College of 
Edmburg, and late Moderator to the General Al- 


ſembly of Scotland. p. 44. 


The Remarkable Converſion and Chriſtian Experi- 
ence of Mrs. Mary Hurl. With Meditations on ſome 
Paſſages of Scripture as taken from her own Mouth. 
In Two Parts. The Second Edition. p. 15. 

Sober-mindedneſs Recommended: By Edmund Ca- 
lamy, D. D. p. 4 4. 

The Seaſonableneſs of Religious Societies Recom- 
mended. Both by the ſame Author. 

The Word of God the Young Man's beſt Directo- 
ry: A Sermon on May 28, 1725. Both by the ſame 
Author. | | 

Delaune's Pleas for the Nonconformiſts, &c. on a 
nice Letter and a good Paper, Corre&ed from the 
many Faults in former Impreſſions. Price ſtitch'd 
1s, 64. | 

Self-Dedication Perſonal and Sacramental, briefly 
Explain'd and Enforced : By William Harris. The 
Second Edition Corrected. Price Bound 15. 1 
| UKE 
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Lok E XIII. 2. 8, 9. 


And he anſwering, ſaid unto him, 
Lord, let it = this Tear alſo, 
till I ſhall dig about it and dung 
it, and if it bear Fruit, Well; 
and if not, then after that thou 

ſpall cut it down. 


UR bleſſed Saviour's Deſign in the 
Pan Parable, of which theſe Words are the 
S722! Concluſion, is to excite Men to Re- 
(6) pentance, from the Conſideration of 

= God's ſparing Goodneſs, his great 
Patience and Forbearance towards 

— Sinners, leſt after all they ſhould pe- 
riſh and be utterly deſtroyed, Ti»1s we read, v. 5. 
Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Theſe 
Words were ſpoken upon the Occaſion of the Tidings 
brought to him of Pilate's Injuſtice and Cruelty, in 
murdering ſome Galileans as they were offering their 
Sacrifices, Upon which alſo he ceminds them of 
the ſudden Death of eighteen Perſons by the Fall of 
the Tower in Siam, and giveth a neceſſary Caution 
not to pals harſh — upon ſuch as die unjuſtly, 
h or 
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or by ſudden Accidents, nor to conclude they are 
greater Sinners than other Men. We muſt be wary 
what Conſtruction we put upon God's Providences 
with Reſpe&t to other Men, and ſhould improve his 
Patience towards us in particular,, by being induced 
thereby to Repentance, which is neceſſary to eſcape 
final Ruin and Deſtruction. | 


The Parable conſiſts of three Parts, which de- 
ſerve our Notice, though it is the laſt of them I ſhall 
only inſiſt upon, as containing Matters worthy our 
Obſervation, and very ſuitable for our Meditation, 
now that by the Favour of God we are entered 
upon the Beginning of another New Year. | 


I. We have here an Account of a Fraileſs Fig- 
Tree, v. 6. A certain Man had a Fig-Tree planted 
in his Vineyard, and he came and ſought Fruit there- 
on, and found none. Where we may take Notice of 
the peculiar Advantage of this Fig-Tree above thoſe 
that grew by the Way-fide, Mat. xxi. 19. This was 
planted in a better Soil, in a Vineyard, and was the 
Object of greater Care, upon which there was a juſt 
Expectation of the Owner, that he ſhould receive 
more and better Fruit; and he is ſaid to have come 
to his Vineyard, or to this Tree with ſuch Expecta- 
tions, but is diſappointed, for he found none. By 
this fruitleſs Fig-Tree, we are to underſtand thoſe 
that are unfruitful or unprofitable under the Means 
of Grace, or ſuch as the Author to the Hebrews, 
Chap. vi. 8. compareth to the Ground that beareth 
Thorns and Briars, inſtcad of Herbs meet for them by 
whom, or for whom, tis dreſſed. It is very uſual 
in Scripture to compare ſuch as have the Means of 
Grace to Vines or Trees. Thus we find the Pro- 
phet 1ſaiah ſings concerning God's antient Church 
and People, under the Similitude of @ choice Vine 
planted in a Vineyard in a very fruitful Hill, Iſaiah v. 
iuitio. So the Pala, Plalm. Ixxx. 8. Thon haſt 
brought a Vine out of Egypt, &c. Thus alſo our Savi- 
our ſpeaks of his Church. in the Parable of the — 

| yar 


the fruitleſs FIG»TREE. 1g 


yard and the Husbandmen, Lake xx. and Mark xii. 
Good Men that bring forth the Fruit of Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs are compared, Pſal. i. to a Tree planted by 
the Rivers of Water, that bringeth forth his Fruit in his 
Seaſon, whoſe Leaf ſhall not wither. And, Pſal. xcii. 
12, 13, 14. we read, The Righteous ſhall flouriſh ke 
the Palm- Tree, he ſhall grow like a Cedar in Lebanon. Thoſe 
that be planted in the Houſe of the Lord, fhall flouriſh in 
the Courts of our God. They ſhall ſtill bring forth 
Fruit in old Age; they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. Once 
more, Feremiah xvii. 7, 8. we read, Bleſſed is the 
Man that truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe Hope the Lord 
3s. For he ſhall be as a Tree planted by the Waters, 
and that ſpreadeth out her Roots by the River, and fhall 
not ſee when Heat cometh, but her Leaf ſhall be 
green, and ſhall not he careful in the Year of Drought, 
neither ſhall ceaſe from bearing Fruit. On the other 
hand, impenitent and wicked Men are compared to 
Briars and Brambles, to the Vine of Sodom, and to bar- 
ren or cumber- ground Trees. 


II. We have the Complaint that is made of this 


fruitleſs Fig- Tree, and the Sentence denounced againſt 


it. The Complaint is in theſe Words, Behold, theſe 
three Years I come ſeeking Fruit on this Fig-Tree, and 
find none. Unfruitfulneſs is the Fault complained of: 
Poflibly there might be ſome Leaves, and it may be 
there had been ſome Buds and Bloſſoms ; as many Per- 
ſons may make a Profefſion, and have ſome good In- 
tentions, and make fair Promiſes, all which come to 
nothing. No Fruit, no good and ripe Fruit was found. 
This is ſpoken of as a Diſappointment of the reaſon- 
able ExpeQation of the Lord of the Vineyard, and 
was ſo much the greater, becauſe, not only was this 
Tree planted in a Vineyard, but proper time had been 
allowed for bringing forth Fruit. It was now the 
third Near, The firſt Year might be allowed for taking 
Root, the ſecond to ſhoot forth its Branches, and the 
third Year Fruit might be reaſonably expected. Or 


perhaps the Owner of this Tree came Year after Year, 
B 2 Once 
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once, and again, and again, after the Time that Fruit 
might be expected, but he found none. Hereupon the 
dreadful Sentence is denounced in theſe Words, Cut it 
down : Why cumbereth it the Ground ? See the terrible 
Doom of barren Profeſſors ; ſo John the Baptiſt had aid, 
Mat. iii. 10. The Ax is laid to the Root of the Trees, 
therefore every Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruit is 
bewn down, and caſt into the Fire. So our Saviour, 
Mat. vii. 19. Utter Deſtruction muſt in the End be 
the Portion of impenitent Sinners and barren Pro- 
feſſors. The Reaſon of the Sentence is juſt, theſe 
Trees do but cumber the Ground, they do no good, 
they take up the Room in which fruitful Trees might 
ſtand, they perhaps do harm ; what are they fir for but 
the Burning? | 


III. We have, in the Words of my Text, the Inter- 
ceſſion of the Dreſſer of the Vineyard on behalf of this 
fruitleſs Tree. He auſwering ſaid unto him, Lord, let 
it alone this Year alſo, till I —_ dig about it, and dung 
it; and if it bear Fruit, well ; and if not, then after that, 
thou ſhalt cut it downs. We find the Complaint was 
made to the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, . 7. it was 
therefore proper for him to make an Anſwer, and the 
Anſwer is full of Compaſſion. The only Difficulty, 
if there be any in the Parable, is, who is intended by the 
Dreſſer of the Vineyard; and if we conſider this Parable 
with an immediate or principal Reference to the Jeuiſh 
Church and the Members thercof, then the great 
and bleſſed God may be conſidered as the Owner of 
the Vineyard. He had planted and fenced this Church 
which he had choſen for a peculiar People to himſelf, 
and had favour'd them with many Privileges above the 
reſt of the World, and had ſpared them a long time, 
He looked for Grapes, and behold wild Grapes. And in 
this View the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is ſpoken of as 
Gods Servant, may be conſidered as the Dreſſer of the 
Vineyard ; he is the only Mediator between God and 
Men, the great and prevalent Interceſſor ; it is to his 
Mediation we all of us are indebted for the — 

| | O 
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of God, and our Reprieve from Deſtruction: And 


conſidering Chriſt is God, as well as Man, and the Me- 
diator between God and Man ; ſo he may be conſidered 


as Owner of the Trees in the Vineyard, and perhaps; 


it is with Reſpe& to his three Years publick Miniſtry 
among them which now was paſt, that he uſeth this 


Phraſe, Behold, theſe three Years I come expelling Fruit. 


However, though this Parable might have a primary 
Reference to the Jewiſhᷣ Church, the whole of it is ap- 
plicable to the Chriſtian Church, the viſible Church of 
Chriſt, and the Miniſters and Members thereof: And 
thus we muſt conſider our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the Head and King of the Church, as Lord of the Vine- 
yard; and the Members of the Church as Trees planted 
in the Vineyard ; and his Miniſters may be compared to 
the Dreſſer of the Vineyard; as they are compared to 
the Husbandmen, in that Parable, Zake xx. and are 
elſewhere called Labourers in the Vineyard: They are 
Chriſt's Servants. imployed by him to plant and water, 


to dreſs his Vineyard, and care for the Trees planted 


therein. And it is in this View I ſhall conſider my 
Text, which I will give you the plain Meaning of, 
with ſome ſerious Reflections upon each Part thereof; 
and then conclude with ſome more general Applica- 
tion, | 


I. It may be of Uſe to us to conſider the Perſon in- 
terceding; namely, the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, that 
is, (in the View propounded to conſider my Text,) the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, theLabourers in his Vineyard. And 
from hence we may learn, there is good Reaſon, why 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould pray earneſtly for the 
Welfare of their People, and interceed on the Behalf of 
irmpenitent Sinners and their unprofitable Hearers. In- 
deed, conſidering the Perſons intended by this fruitleſs 
Tree, are themſelves reaſonable Creatures, they ſhould 
be concerned for their own Welfare, and ſtrive and 
pray to obtain it; and all others that bear good Will 
to them ſhould expreſs that in good Wiſhes, Endea- 
vours and Prayers for them : But there are ſeveral good 
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Arguments to excite the Miniſters of the Goſpel to pray 
frequently and earneſtly for their Hearers. E. G. | 


1. Herein they ſhould imitate the Example of their 
great Lord and Maſter and his holy Apoſtles. It is 
our Duty to follow his Steps, and make him our Pa- 
tern to imitate, and to follow the Apoſtles, fo far as 
they were Followers of Chriſt. Now how evident was 
his Love to Souls, and Concern for their immortal 
Welfare! This was manifeſted many Ways to be ex- 
ceeding great. He thought it worth his while, for this 
End, to vail his Glory in Fleſh, to become incarnate, 
to come down from Heaven, yea, to die upon the 
Croſs, the moſt ſhameful, painful and accurſed Death, 
to ſave them from Deſtruction. He took Pains, was 
at the Expence of his own Blood, and often put up 
earneſt Prayers for them: And ſo we find the Apoſtles 
alfo in their Epiſtles intermixing Prayers with their In- 
ſtructions and Exhortations, and aſſuring thoſe they 
wrote unto of the continual Remembrance and men- 
tion of them in their Prayers to God. 


2. The Relation and Affection of Miniſters to their 
Hearers would excite them to pray for them. As to 
their Relation, they are employed by their great Lord to 
plant and to water, to care for their Souls, to be Help- 
ers of their Faith and their Joy, to be their Servants for 
Jeſus's fake ; they are ſent as Ambaſſadors, in Chriſt's 
room and ſtead, to plead with Sinners; and ſhould not 
they in Faithfulneſs to their Office, and to the Charge 
intruſted with them, uſe all Endeavours and Prayers a- 
mong other Things for good Succeſs? Their AM edtiou 
to their Hearers alſo ſhould excite them hereto. How can 
we in many Caſes expreſs our good Will to them we 
love, better than in our Prayers to God for them ? and 
this way we may hope our Endeavours will become 
effectual. There is, or ought to be mutual and endear'd 
Affection between Miniſters and their Hearers, and this 
is wont to be expreſſed ſeveral Ways; and above all the 
reſt this of mutual Prayers for each other ſhould be ſeri- 
ous and conſtant and feryent. | 
| 3. Miniſters 
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3. Miniſters are or ſhould be greatly concerned for good 
Succeſs in their Endeavours for the Good of Souls, 
which depends upon. the Bleſfing of God that ſhould 
be ſought for by Prayer. Surely Miniſters ſhould be 
concerned leſt they run in vain, and labour in vain, 
and ſpend their Time and Strength for nought ; leſt 
they ſtudy, and preach, and ſtrive, and all to no good 
Purpoſe. We find that all forts of Men are concerned 
about Succeſs in their Callings and Employments ; and 
ſhall the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who have the nobleſt 
ofall Employments, be either negligent in their Work, 
or careleſs about Succeſs in it? The Merchant and 
Tradeſman. will take Pains and run Hazards, buy and 
ſell in hopes to get Gain : The Husbandman will plow 
and ſow, endure Hardſhips and wait long, in hopes of 
a good Harveſt to recompenſe him for all his Labour: 
And ſhall the Labourers in Chriſt's Vineyard be the 
only Perſons that are unconcerned what Fruit is found 
of all their Labours? What ſhould we think of a 
Lawyer that had no Concern for the good Succeſs of 
his Client's Affairs? Or what of a Phyſician who is 
not concerned for the Health of his Patient ? It is yet 
worſe, if Minitters are not ſolicitous about the Salva- 
tion of their Hearers ; becauſe the Soul is vaſtly prefer- 
able to temporal Eſtates, or even the bodily Health and 
Lives of Men. 


This being ſo, and ſeeing alſo Paul may plant, and 

Apollos may water, but 'tis God that giveth the Increaſe : 
Or thus; Tho' the Dreſſers of a Vineyard may, in the 
Words of my Text, dig about fruitleſs Trees, and dung 
them, and uſe all proper Methods, there muſt be the 
Dews and Rain from Heaven, and the benign Influences 
of the Air and Sun, otherwiſe all will be in vain ; So 
in like manner, there muſt be the Divine Blefling at- 
tending the Endeavours of Miniſters in their Work, or 
all will be to no good Purpole ; therefore they ſhouid 
be inceſlant and importunate in their Prayeis. Once 
more | | 


4. The 
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. The beſt of Miniſters may be chargeable with ſome 
Negligence, and the Unprofitableneſs of their Hearers 


be in part owing thereto. It is true that if Sinners do 


periſh under the Means of Grace, it will appear they 
themſelves are chiefly to blame, they will have none 
they can accuſe ſo much as themſelves; yet in ſome In- 
ſtances, others may be partly the Cauſe, or at leaſt the 
Occaſion of their Ruin: And 'tis fad tothink howmuch 
the Ignorance, or Unfaithfulneſs, or Negligence of 
ſome that are employ'd in the Miniſtry, together with 
their evil Examples may contribute to the Increaſe of 
Wickedneſs in the World, and hinder the good Effect 
that might be expected from the Means of Grace. The 
very beſt of Miniſters have Reaſon to fear leſt they 
ſhould be defective in their Duty; and tho? they may 
obtain Pardon, yet others may ſuffer Damage thro? their 
Fault. If when the Complaint is made zo the Dreſſer 
of the Vineyard, there is not an Intimation of ſome 
Cauſe of Complaint againſt him, yet he ſpeaks as if he 
were conſcious he might have done more than he had 
done ; and that it was his Reſolution to do more, to 
take more Pains about this fruitleſs Tree ; and for that 
end he enterceeds with the Owner thereof for ſparing 


Mercy. 


IT. We are principally to regard the Interceſſion itſelſ, 
together with the Argument to enforce it. And this will 
afford ſeveral ſerious and practical Obſervations. 


As to the Taterceſſion itſelf, or the Requeſt made for 
this Fig-Tree, that is in theſe Words, Lord, let it alone 
this Year alſo. The Favour ſought for is further Patience 
and Forbearance, a Reprieve yet a little longer from De- 
ſtruction ; Space to repent and reform, that the dire- 
ful Sentence may not preſently be put in Execution. 
There is no Complaint of Injuſtice in the Sentence, but 
humble Supplications for Mercy ; and it is only for a 
little Time longer, for one Year more, that this Favour 
is deſired or could reaſonably be expected. 


I. That 
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Let us then obſerve, | 
1. That 'tis a great Favour if God affords to Sinners 
Space to repent ; this is an Act of divine Goodneſs 
towards Criminals: It is what they cannot demand or 
expect in Rigour of Juſtice. It is owing to the Media- 
tion of the LordJeſus Chriſt. God ſpared not the Angels 
that fell, but he hath ſpared Mankind : So great is his 
Good-will towards Mew, and this is becauſe our bleſſed 
Saviour is the Mediator between God and Man, but 
not a Mediator between God and Devils. When we 
are cautioned, Kom. ii. 4. not 20 deſpiſe the Riches of 
God's Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long: ſuffering, 
we are taught to eſteem the Patience of God as one 
Inſtance of his Goodneſs; as Goodneſs is extended 
to them that are in Want, it may be termed Bounty, 
and when manifeſted to them that are in Miſery it is 
Mercy, and when ſhewn to Criminals it is Patience 
or Forbearance. We that are the Objects of divine 
Patience ſhould conſider we ire Criminals, we are 
guilty, like this Fig-Tree, we might in Juſtice be 
cut down and caſt into the Burnings; but God is pleaſed 
to extend his Patience, and this is an Inſtance of his 
Goodnels ; it is a great Favour, it ſhould lead us to 
> and then "twill prove Salvation in the 
ue. 


2. This Patience and Forbearance towards Sinners 
is only for a limited time. No more is deſir'd in this 
Intercefſion, and no more can reaſonably be expected. 
The Owner of this Fig-Tree had already come three 
Years expecting Fruit, and found none. The Pati— 
ence of God wich Sinners is extended often to Long- 
ſuffering. He takes Notice whether we regard it or 
no, how long our Standing hath been in his Vineyard, 
and how long he hath ſpared us: He beareth long, 
but he will not bear always. The Time of God's 
Patience and our Tryal is a limited Time. He 
limiteth a certain Day, ſaying in David, to Day, after 
Jo long a Time ; as it is ſaid, to Day if ye will hear 
#18 Voice, harden not your Hearts, Heb. iv. 3. God 

0 hath 
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bath ſpared us not only three Years, but many times 
three Years. And ſome cannot in the Courſe of Na- 
ture expect to live a Year to an End, to ſee the End 
of this Year they have now entered upon : Let us 
then improve the little Time, the little aucertain Time 
that remains, remembring God's Patience may ſoon 
be at an End. 


The other Thing to be regarded is the Argument, 
with which this Requeſt is enforced, contained in theſe 
Words; Till I fhall dig about it, and dung it. This 
intimateth to us the End why the Patience of God is 
to be deſired and is afforded, namely, that Means may 
be enjoyed and uſed in order to Repentance, and 
the bringing forth Fruits meet for Repentance. And 
further it is intimated, that the Dretler of the 
Vineyard did reſolve upon uſing his Endeavours, that 
he would do his utmoſt in trying all proper Methods 
o make this Tree fruitful. | 


Let us then obſerve. | 

1. That together with Prayer we muſt reſolve up- 
on the uſing our Endeavours for our own and others 
Welfare. At the very Time we make our Prayers 
to God, we ſhould thus reſolve in our own Minds, and 
*tis not improper to expreſs theſe Reſolutions in our 
Words to God; and then we mult remember to put 
our Reſolutions in Practice. Prayer and Endeavour 
muſt always accompany one another. Endeavour 
without Prayer is Preſumption, and Prayer without 
Fndeavour is Idleneſs; 'tis idle wiſhing, it is indeed 
a Piece of Mockery. This Dreſſer knew very well 
that bare ſtanding in the Vineyard would not make 
this Tree fruitful, nor could he expect Fruitfulneſs 
from the Influence of the Heavens, without his Pains 
and Labour, wherefore he reſolves to dig about it 


and dung it. 


2. All proper and appointed Means muſt be uſed : 


If one Method fail we muſt try another. We mult 
| | not 


the fruitleſs BIG-TREE. 23 


not negle& any Thing that is commanded us to da. 
The Salvation of the Soul is the End to be aimed at. 
In order to this, there muſt be Repentance, and Fruits 
that are meet for Repentance. God allows Men 
Space for this Purpoſe, but this alone js not ſuffi- 
cient; there are Means to be uſed and attended on. 
Such as God hath appointed, and in their Nature are 
adapted to attain their End. | 


The Method this Dreſſer reſolved to take was very 
proper, and as the Means he would uſe were various, ſo 
they were adapted to anſwer his End. He faiti;, 6 
would dig about it. He would open the Ground at 
the Root, and clear that of all Impediments to Fruit- 
fulneſs, he would deſtroy the Weeds, or even {ome 
Worm that might lye at the Root. He adds, that he would 
dung it. When the Root was laid open he would 
not leave jt ſo, but would lay that praper Manure 
which might warm and comfort the tender Fibres, 
and mollify and fatten the Earth round about it. In 
like manner the Word of God, which the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel are to preach, hath the Effects like to 
thoſe mentioned, upon their Hearers; or their Work 
with the Souls of Men is ſometimes like the digging 
about the Root of a Tree: I do not only mean with 
Reſpect to the Labour and Pains they ſhould take, but 

rincipally with Reſpe& to the deſigned and deſired 

fie&, upon Men's Hearts and Conſciences. Sinners 
muſt be humbled and convinced of their Sin and 
Danger. That which lies as a Worm at the Root 
of their Profeſũon muſt be killed. The hard Heart 
mult be ſoftened, and the Weeds af Luſt and Corrup- 
tion muſt be deſtroyed ; and to this End, knowing the 
Terror of the Lord they muſt perſwade Men. To this 
Purpoſe is that Exhortation in the Prophecy of Hoſea, 


Chap. x. 12. To break up the Fallow Ground. But 


when this is done, Endeavours muſt be uſed to com- 
fort afflicted Minds; to encourage them with the 
Hopes of Mercy in the Method of the Goſpel; to 
beſeech them by the Mercies of God to comply with what 
| (- 2 is 


; 
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js required and accept of what is offered. In a Word, 
all the Means of Grace ſhould be uſed, and every pro- 
per Method tryed to work upon Men's Fears and 
Hopes, to affect their Hearts, to bring them to Re— 
pentance and to Amendment: That they may ceaſe to 
do Evil, and learn to do well. PE 


Theſe different Methods of God's Providence and 
Grace. towards Sinners, in order to their Salvation, 
is repreſented by our Bleſſed Saviour under another 
Similitude, as we find, Mat. xi. 16, — i 9. Hherennto 
Hall I liken the Men of this Generation ? It is like un- 
zo Children ſitting in the Markets and calling to their 
Fellows, and ſaying, we have piped unto you, and ye 
bade not danced: We have mourned unto you, and ye 
have not lamented. For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they ſay he hath a Devil. The Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they ſay, behold, a 
Man Glattonous and a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publi- 
cans and Sinners. It is ſad indeed when none of the 
various Methods made uſe of ſhall attain their End. 
However, Duty on our Part muſt be performed, Suc- 
ceſs depends on the Divine Bleſſing. | 


3. There is another Thing to be conſidered in the 
Text, namely, the Conſequence that would follow upon 
the ſparing this fruitleſs Tree one Year more, and all 
the Pains that ſhould be further taken with it, and that 
is thus expreſſed': If it bear Fruit, well; and if not, then 
after that, thou ſhalt cut it down. You obſerve the 
Event was doubttul or uncertain, at leaſt it was un- 
known to this Interceſſor, whether the Tree would 
bear Fruit or not. We may conclude indeed there 
was ſome Ground of Hope for good Succeſs, becauſe 
otherwiſe Interceſſion and Endeavour would have been 
vain Things : And from hence we may obferve, that ſo 
long as God's Patience is extended to Sinners, and 
the Means of Grace are alſo afforded, there is ſome 
Ground of Hope concerning the moſt barren Profeſſors, 
and the worſt of Sinners. As the King of Nineveh en- 
couraged his Subjects to repent by ſaying, I bo can 77 
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#f Cod will return and repent, and turn away from 
his fierce Anger, that we periſh ut. So miy we 
ſay concerning ſome that have continued long in 
Sin, and have been unprofitable along Time ; who 
can tell, but God at laſt will give them Repent- 
ance unto Life? *Tis our Duty i» Meckneſ5, with 
Patience and Perſeverance, to inſtrudt even thoſe that 
do oppoſe themſelves, if God peradve ue will give 
them Repentance to the acknowledgin; 1 the Truth, 
and that they may recover themſ bet of rhe Snare 
of the Devil, who. are taken Capi: bim at his Will, 
2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. It is repreſented by the Prophet 
Jeremiah, chap. xiii. 23. as a very difficult Thing, 
next to impoſſible, for a Sinner that is accuſtom'd 10 
do Evil, to learn to do well; it is like the waſhing a 
Blackamore white; the Attempt ſeems almoſt as vain 
as for the Leopard to change his Spots, or the Ezhio- 
ian his Skin, and the Sinner himſelf can never do this 
Work : But the Grace and Spirit of God can do this 
and who can tell what Grace may do ? We common- 
ly and truly ſay, as long as there is Life there is Hope: 
None therefore ſhould deſpair, for this will not only 
cramp or hinder all Endeavours, but alſo prevent 
even Prayer and Deſire. There is more Ground of 
Hope as to ſome than to others ; and it is true, that 
ſometimes the Day of Grace may be ended before the 
Time of Life is ended; the Things of our Peace 
may be hid from our Eyes, before Death cloſe our 
Eyes. But no Man can or ſhould ſay abſolutely of 
himſelf or any other, that his Day of Grace is over, 
while Life doth laſt, | 10 


Tho' Childhood and Youth is paſt, and great Part 
of our Manhood too, and many are arrived at old Age, 
and ſtill are impenitent and unfruitful ; yet they muſt 
not deſpair while Patience gives a Reprieve. Indeed 
when Death hath cut down the fruitleſs Tree, there is 
no further Hopes. For there is no Work, nor Device, 


nor Knowledge, nor Wisdom in the Grave, Eccleſ. ix. 10, 


Eſpecially there is Reaſon to hope, if the means of 
Grace are ſtill afforded, and we can uſe or attend upon 
| them 
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them. If indeed theſe are removed from any Perfons, 
or any Perſons are removed from them, the Cale is 
more hazardous or dangerous. Which Conſideration 
hath ſometimes greatly affected me with reſpect to ſome 
flagitious Perſons, who have ſinned after ſuch a manner, 


as to make it neceſſary to eſcape an untimely End, or 


the utmoſt Miſery in this World, that they ſhould fly 
their native Country, where they did or might enjoy 
the means of Grace in great Abundance, and go among 
thoſe who have not the Goſpel, and where they will 
have none of thoſe Helps, in order to their Salvation, 
which here they abuſed and deſpiled. And alſo their 
Cafe may be little better, who, tho* they live where 
the Means of Grace may be enjoyed, do yet deſpiſe 
them; and, it may be, ſeoff at them, and deride thoſe 
who attend upon them. But ttis otherwiſe with thoſe 
who nat only are ſuffered to live, but do attend upon 
the Means appointed for their Welfare: Concerning 
Hſe there is ground of Hope, eſpecially if to this we 
add the Strivings of God's Spirit with them, whom they 
bave long and often reſiſted ; who can tell whether at 
laſt this good Spirit may not overcome? | 


But though the Cafe of unprofitable Hearers is not 


deſperate, yet what the Event of God's Patience and 


the Endeavaurs uſed with them will be is uncertain as 


to thofe who are to take Pains with them. The bleſſed 


God indeed knows his Work from the Beginning to 
the End, but this is a Secret unto us, and 'tis fit it 
ſonld be ſa; the great Motive and Encouragement to 
Miniſters in their Work is this, that their Acceptance de 
pends not upon their Succeſs, for if they are found di- 
ligent and faithful, then in the Apoſtle's Words, 2 Cor. 
ii. 15. they ſhall be auto God a ſweet Savour of Ghrift 
in them that are ſaved and in them that periſh. Notwith- 
ſtanding their Ignorance and Uncertainty, therefore, 
they muſt work and pray in Hope. | 


Let 
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Let us now conſider, | 
I. The happy Conſequence that is here ſuppoſtd, 


namely, that this fruitleſs Tree, if ſpared another Year, 
would briug forth Fruit, and then the farther Conſe- 
quence of that would be this. It would be wel. It 
might ſo happen that the Effect of God's Patience, and 
Succeſs of the means of Grace might anſwer Expec- 
tation ; that the careleſs and fecure Sinner might be 


awakened, the Slothful become more diligent, the Im- 


penitent be brought to Repentance, the Wicked turn 
from his Ways, the unfruitful Profeſſor bring forth the 

Fruits of Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs and Truth. 
And if ſo, it would be well. This is properly ſupply'd 
by our Tranſlators, for we may conclude in this Caſt 
all would be well: For, | 


The Lord of the Vineyard, the Owner of the Tree, 
would be well pleaſed. He would be pleaſed that the 
Tree was ſpared, he would be well pleaſed with the Fruit 
it bears. Hereby is our heavenly Father glorified that 
we bring forth much Fruit, and therefore he is well 
pleaſed. Our Saviour tells us ere ſhall be Joy in Hee- 
ven over one Siuner that repeuteth, Luke xv. J. 


Again the Dreſſer of the Vineyard would be well plea- 
ſed and greatly rezoyce; he would be thankful that his 
Prayers had been heard, and his Pains had been ſuc- 
ceſsful. It would be a Joy to him that God had made 
him an Inſtrument. to do good to an immortal Soul. 
He would be delighted in the Sight of, and converſe 
with ſuch here upon Earth, and count them his Joy 
and Crown of rejoycing in the great Day. 


But above all it would be well with this Tree it ſelf. 
It would have gone ill with it if it had been cut down, 
it muſt then have been Fewel for the Flames. Bor 
how well is it, when being ſpared it becomes truitful, 
now it ſhall keep its ſtanding and become uſeful, it 
now doth anſwer the Eid of its planting, is pleaſant in 
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the Eyes of its Owner and all Beholders ; it ſhall re- 
ccive a Bleſſing from Heaven: In a Word all ſhall be 
well in the End. For thote, who have their Fruit un- 
to Holineſs, ſhall in the End obtain everlaſting Life. 


IT We muſt conſider alſo the ſad Conſequence here 
ſuppoſed; namely, that this Tree would not bring 
forth Fruit, and then it follows, after that, thou ſhalt 
cut it down. This indeed is a melancholy Conſidera- 
tion, that ſome barren Profeſſors and unprofitable Hea- 
rers will (till remain ſuch. The Patience of God will 
not lead them to Repentance, the means of (Grace have 
no good Effect upon them, they ſtill remain carelets, 
carnal, worldly and wretched. Now in this Caſe con- 
ſider what muſt be the Conſequence, ſaith the Dreſſer, 


thou ſhalt cut it down. Which may denote to us two 
Things. 2 


1. That the Deſtruction of finally impenitent Sin- 
ners is certain and unavoidable. I obſerved the Words 
of our Saviour immediately preceding this Par ble are 
theſe. Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. $0 


here if ir bear not Fruit, Thou wilt cut it down ; (for 


fo the Words might be render'd) 3. 4. I know thou 
wilt certainly do it, and there will be no Remedy. A- 
buſed Goodneſs and Patience, when extended to the ut- 
molt and all in vain, will be turned into juſt Vengeance, 
and implacable Anger. And he that being often reprov- 
ed, hardeneth his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and 
that without Remedy, Prov. xxix. 1. It may be theſe 
barren Trees before they are cut down and caſt into 
the Burnings, ſhall be left of God to a reprobate Mind, 
to be under the ſoreſt Judgment, I mean a ſpiritual one 
like as when our Saviour curſed that Fig- tree that had 
no Fruit, ſaying, let wo Fruit grow on thee hencefor - 
ward for * _ xxi. 19. and as we read Revel. 
AXil. II. te that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill, aud 
be that is filthy, let him FAV ſtill. Thi % the ſad 
Forerunner of everlaſting Miſery. 


2. The 


the fruitleſs EIG- TREE. 29 


2. The finally Impenitent will periſh without Pi- 
ty. This ſeems to be the Import of the Expreſ-_ 
fion, according to our Tranſlation, Thou ſhalt cus 


it down. I will never interceed more for it; as none 


will be able to accuſe the Divine Juſtice, ſo none 
will plead for Mercy. The Cries of the Sinnet 
himſelt will be in vain, and none in Heaven or 
Earth will pity them or pray for them. God will 
not ſpare nor pity. The Redeemer of Souls will 
take Vengeance. Thoſe who had once the greateſt 
Affection and Compaſſion to theſe miſerable Objects, 
will applaud the rightcous Sentence and the Juſtice 
of God in the Execution. How miſerable will the 
Caſe of a Sinner be at laſt, when their own Conſci— 
ences will upbraid them, Devils inſult them, and 
there will be none in Heaven or Earth to help 
them, or ſo much as pity them! 


The whole of this Diſcourſe hath been ſo practi- 
cal, there is no need of any Application. But from 


what hath. been ſaid, 


1. Let us take Occaſion to lament; that in the 
Chriſtian Church there are ſo many like this 
fruitleſs Fig - Tree. Yea, that ſome are worſe 
than barely unfruitful in good Works. He looked, 
ſaith the Prophet ſazah, Chap. v. 2. that it ſhould 
bring forth Grapes, and it brought forth wild Grapes. 
What nced have we to regard the Caution Moſes 
ſp the Hraelites, Deut. xxix. 18. Leſt there ſhould 
e among us, Man or Woman, or Family, o- 
Tribe, whoſe Heart turneth away trom the Lord his 
God ; leſt there ſhould be among us 4 Root that heareth 
Gall aud IWormwood : Or to complain of ſome as 
he doth, Deut. xxvii. 32. Their Vine is of the Vine 
of Sodom, and of the Fields of Gomorrah ; their Grapes 
are Grapes of Gall, their Cluſters are bitter. And 


ſo theſe Perſons themſelves wil! find in the End, 
that 'tis an Evil and bitter Thing to ſin againſt the 
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Lord their God. There are too many that declare their 
Sin as Sodom, and hide it not. There are others who 
in the Words of the Apoſtle Jude are like Trees whoſe 
Fruit withereth, without Frait, twice dead, plucked up 
by the Roots, By which are intended ſuch, as by their 
— evidence their Hypocriſy, and are ſaid to 
be twice dead, becauſe they were ſpiritually dead 
when they took up a Profeſſion, but then ſeemed to 
be reviving; there was ſome Hope they might be 
made alive, but now they are dead again, quite dead, 
and muſt be treated as dead Trees; 1. e. be plucked 
up by the Roots and thrown into the Burnings ; for 
to draw back is unto Perdition. As to others who 
have not wholly apoſtatized, yet they are guilty of 
great Declenſions; they have need to be watchful and 
ſtrengthen the Things that remain, that are ready to die. 
How many have loſt their firſt Love, the Love they 
once had to God's Worſhip, their former Life and Zeal 
in Religion, their Care and Strictneſs in their Conver- 
ſation, ſince are aſhamed to appear religious. In what 
a withering Condition is even ſome Mens Profeſſion of 
Religion? How many have no more than a Pro- 
feſſion? who are like Trees that have Leaves but no 
good Fruit ; they have a Name to live, but are dead. 
They have, I ſay, nothing but Leaves, their Religion 
is a meer Piece of Formality, and Compliance with 
Cuſtom. Time was, it may be, there were ſome fair 
Buds and pleaſant Bloſſoms, that gave Hopes there 
would be good Fruit, but thoſe are now gone; I mean, 
formerly there might be ſome Inclinations and Affecti- 
ons ſtirring in the Soul, ſome good Wiſhes and De- 
fires, and faint Purpoſes and Endeavours too, but there 
is not ſo much as theſe to be found now. And nv 
Wonder there is no good Fruit to be found in many, 
becauſe they ſtill remain upon the old Stock, they were 
never grafted into CHRIST, by real Regeneration, and 
the Renovation of their Minds ; and our Saviour himſelf 
tells us, A corrupt Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit, neither 
can it bring forth good Fruit, Mat. vii. 1), 18. And at an- 
other Time, as we read, Lale xii. 33. Make the Tree 


good, and her Fruit good. And once more it is to be 
la- 
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lamented, that even among ſincere Chriſtians there is ſo 
little good and ripe Fruit found. It may be as the 
Expreſſion is in the Prophecy of Iſaiab, Chap. xvii. 9. 
There is only Gleaning-grapes left, as the ſhakingof 
an Olive-Tree, two or three Berries in the Top of the 
uppermoſt Bough, four or five in the outmoſt fruitful 

ranches. Theſc Things ought to be Matter of great 
Mourning, and every one that conſidereth them ſhould 
enquire how far he is concerned therein. 


2. Let us adore the Goodneſs of God in extending 
his Patience to us and to others ſo long. We may 
well admire the Long-ſuffering of God towards the 
moſt daring Sinners, that continually provoke his 
Juſtice and defy his Power. What a Wonder is it 
that atheiſtical and prophane Sinners who deny the 
Being of God, or blaſpheme his Name from Day to 
Day, are yet ſuffered to live? That God ſhould yet 
ſpare them Year after Year, who call upon him Day 
after Day to damn them. It is yet further to be ad- 
mired that God bears with barren Profeſſors, that he 
ſpares our Nation, and hath not removed his Goſpel 
from us, as he might juſtly have done long ago. 
In a particular manner bleſs God who hath ſpared 
your Perſons that you continue to this Day, when 
Multitudes have been cut off in the midſt of their 
Days, and the midſt of their Sins; and this perh aps 
the more remarkable, becauſe Time was that 
thought the Ax was laid to the Root of the 
when you had a Fit of Sickneſs, or were in Dr + 
and brought nigh to Deith, and have the Senten-e e 
Death in your ſelves, and all about you 
the Tree muſt down: But God heard your Proves, 
and the Interceſſion of others for you. Give him the 
Glory due to his Name. 


3. Make ſuch Prayer for your ſelves, and take up ſuch 
ſuitable R efolutions as the Dreſſer of the Vineyard 
made with Reſpect to this fruitleſs Tree. 
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mentioned ſeveral Conſiderations to excite Minif: 
ters to pray for their Hearers, and are there not as 
many and as cogent Arguments to perſuade the People 
to pray for themſelves. You often ask your Mini- 
ſters to pray for you, but I hope you are caretul 
to pray for your ſelves; for without this your Mo- 
tion to them will prove but a vain Compliment, 
or Piece of cuſtomary Formality. And among other 
Things you ſhould humbly ask of God that he will ſpare 
you; yet a little longer: It as yet you are barren 
and no good Fruit is to be found, implore the di- 
vine Patience, that you may have Space to repent ; de- 
precate the Execution of the dreadful and deſerved 
Sentence: And if there is but little good Fruit to 
be found, and thit not yet ripe, implore the divine 
Patience that your Fruit 2 abound, and then *twill 
turn to good Account: That you may be made 
more meet for Heaven, before you are removed out 
of this World ; and do all the good you can here 
upon Earth: In a Word, that your working Time 
niay not be ended till your Work be done, for 
which your Time is given you in this World. 


I ſaid Endeavours muſt accompany our Prayers; 
and as Miniſters ſhould reſolve upon further Endea- 
vours with their unprofitable Hearers, like as *tis ſaid 
in my Text, ill I dig about it, and dung it: The 
People ſhould uſe their Endeavours alſo. They muſt 
attend the Means of Grace, and ſhould do ſo after 
the beſt manner, with Conſtancy and good Affections, 
with Scriouſneſs and Sincerity, remembring they are ap- 
pointed and adapted to do them good. They ſhould 
ſubmit to the Methods of Grace, though it may ſome- 
times be grievous to Fleſh and Blood, or may thwart 
their Corruptions. They ſhould not be uneaſy when 
the piercing Word of God doth wound their Con- 
ſciences, nat angry when Sin is ſharply reproved, 
though it be their darling and beloved Luſt, nor be 
diſpleaſed with the Reprover ; nor ſhould others refuſe 
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to be comforted, and reje& the. Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, when offered and applied to them. You 
ſhould read the Word of God your ſelves, and 
ſearch the Scriptures, and take Pains with your own 
Hearts, remembring this in the Parable, you are com- 
pared to Trees, yet you are not as Stocks, or Stones, 
nor doth God in this Diſpenſation of his Grace deal 
with Men as ſuch. | 


4. Pray earneſtly for your Miniſters, and for the 
Divine Bleffing upon the Means of Grace afforded 
to you and others. As Miniſters ſhould pray for 
their Hearers, ſo their Hearers ſhould pray for them. 
The great Apoſtle deſired the Prayer of Chriſtians 
for him ; and ſure Miniſters in our Days ſtand in 
need of Praycr ; and the People ſhould pray for them 
for their own Sakes. By this Means they may hope 
for Advantage, for Paul may plant, and Apollus 
may water, but *tis God alone that giveth the In- 
creaſe. Without the Divine Bleſſing the apteſt 
Means will not be ſucceſsful. It is thus in natural 
Things; though a Tree be digged about, and culti- 
vated, it will bear no Fruit, without the Dews and Rain 
from Heaven, and the Influence of Air and Sun- 
ſhine. Means muſt be uſed, but not be depend- 
ed on. We muſt attend upon God in the uſe of 
Means, and depend on his Grace. Wherefore in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Heb. xiii. 18. Pray for us, 
for we truſt we have a good Conſcience in all Things, 
willing to live honeſtly. 
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